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Emily Beatrice May Wedgbury   

Emily Beatrice May Usher was born on 31st January 1917 

 
the sixth child of 

William Joseph Wedgbury and his wife Kate Elizabeth. At the time the world was 
in turmoil with the First World War being in 
its fourth year and America yet to enter the 
conflict. On the day of her birth Germany 
had announced that its U-boats would 
engage in unrestricted warfare against 
allied shipping, including 
hospital ships 

 

this was a 
contributory factor in 
America declaring war in 
April 1917.  

William and Kate had married on 5th August 1900 

 

Queen 
Victoria was still on the throne and Britain was engaged in another war 

 

the 
Boer War. It was three years before the Wright brothers would make their 
inaugural flight and the Olympics in Paris had just ended.  

Following their marriage, William and Kate set up home at 70 Strahan Road. 
Shortly after the marriage Kate became pregnant and in 1901 gave birth to Kate 
Elizabeth. With the birth of a son, William George in 1903, there was a need to 

find bigger accommodation 

 

they moved to 55 Medway 
Road. In 1905 Edward Albert was born; followed in 1909 by 
Philip Francis.  

Kate s mother had died at a fairly young age and the 1911 
census shows that three of her brothers and a sister were 
living with the Wedgburys at 55 Medway Road. The house 
was obviously full and no doubt meant lots of housework 
for Kate. It was not until 
1915 that William and 

Kate added to their family with the birth of 
another daughter, Frances, and two years later 
Emily Beatrice May was born. By this time the 
First World War had begun and three of Kate s 
brothers enlisted 

 

only one of whom would 
survive.  

William worked as a Foreman in a factory that manufactured, among other 
things, paint. Each day he walked from his home in Bow to the factory which was 
located in The Highway near Tower Bridge. Throughout his life he enjoyed an 
active life and instilled a love of fresh air in his children. He was described, by his 
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children, as a genteel man who loved order in his life. At the end of each day he 
would make sure that he cleaned his boots 

 
ready for the next day s journey.  

From an early age Emily Beatrice May became known as May. Very little is 
known about her early life but unfortunately in 
1921 she and her sister, Frances, caught 
diphtheria. They were treated at home with 
kettles of boiling water being used as 
humidifiers. As the disease progressed it was 
necessary for the doctor to insert breathing 
tubes into the necks of the two young girls 

 

the 
operations took place on the kitchen table. Sadly 
Frances did not survive the disease 

 

May did, 
but the loss of a beloved sister affected her for 
the rest of her life.  

May became very spoilt 

 

not only by adoring 
parents and three older brothers but by 
neighbours in a close-knit community.   

In due course May went to a local school, Olga 
Street 

 

this was a short walk from her home. 
May did not speak about her time at school but 
this was a time when children would leave school at 14 to obtain a job and further 
education was not an option. On 24th April 1925 May was admitted to Roman 
Road School 

 

the school was located in a road made famous by its street 
market. It took its name from the road that the Romans built on their way from 
Aldgate to Colchester. May s Mum, Kate, lived in Locton Street before she 
married William. When the Romans built their road they established a garrison in 

this area which was known as Old Ford, named after 
the crossing at the River Lea.  

May enjoyed an active childhood 

 

joining her 
brothers on many trips to the countryside. Despite 
being deep in the East End 
May was lucky in that she had 
easy access to a local park 

 

Victoria Park. The park had 
been built in the 1840s as the 
only open space available to 
the local population of 400,000 
and as a way of escaping the 

pollution from local industries. Queen Victoria, who was 
instrumental in the development of the park, visited it in 
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April 1873 and no doubt was shown the drinking fountain that had been donated 
by Angela Burdett Coutts, heiress to the Coutts Bank 

 
as well as being 

ornamental the fountain provided fresh water at a time when cholera was rife.  

Over the years May took advantage of the facilities 
that were afforded by the park 

 

not only the fresh air 
but the boating lake, the skating rink, which also 
doubled as a ballroom, the restaurant and the formal 
gardens. May developed a 
love of roller skating and took 
advantage, not only of the 
local facilities, but of the many 
rinks that existed throughout 
London. This love had a 
lasting effect on May and left 
her with a wonky nose and weak ankles 

 

something 
she dwelled upon in her latter years.  

As she entered her teenage years May prepared for a life 
after school, an event which took place on 30th March 
1931. May said that she tried many jobs in her youth but 
her Dad allowed her to leave any that did not suit her. At 
some point in her early teenage years, May obtained a 
job with a local clothing firm called Polikoff, which had 
been established in Mare Street, Hackney in 1915 by a 

Polish Jew called Alfred Polikoff. By the time May got her job 
the firm had moved to Chatham Place, off of Morning Lane, 
following a fire at the main factory in 1932.   

In the 1920s a large clothing manufacturer which sold its 
wears directly to the public via its own shops was Rego 
Clothing Limited. Although its main factory was in Shoreditch, 
it relied on many outworkers. In the summer of 1928 the 
company moved to new premises in Edmonton 

 

not only did 
Rego expect its employees to absorb the increased travel 
costs but because they would now be working outside London 

the company felt justified in reducing the workers pay. Despite no union support 
the workers decided to go on strike in October 1928 

 

to fight for improved 
conditions of work. Rego immediately sacked the workers who had to rely on 
donations made to them by fellow workers, including £216 from Russian needle-
workers. To keep morale high the strikers wrote a number of songs that they 
sang at various rallies. The strike ended in December 1928 when the company 
agreed to re-employ the workers. Despite being seen as a victory in fact the 
working conditions remained unaltered  typically a 16 year-old girl would be paid 
14 shillings (70 new pence) for a 49 hour week 

 

out of which she would need to 
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pay 4s 6d for fares, 3s 9d for teas and dinners 

 
leaving very little for rent and 

other necessities.  

One of the repercussions of the strike was that the 
trade association of Rego, the Clothing Employer s 
Federation, required that the Tailors and Garment 
Workers Trade Union discipline its militant officials 
in London. This led to the dismissal of a key union 
official, Sam Elsbury. This led to the London branch 
breaking away and forming the United Clothing 
Workers Trade Union. The workers at Polikoff 
joined the new union to the annoyance of the 
company s management who wanted workers to 
join the Transport and General Workers Union. 
Matters came to a head and in May 1929 the 
workers decided to strike. They experienced much 
hostility both from the 
company and from the 
official trade unions; 
they returned to work 

but remained loyal to the new United Clothing 
Workers Trade Union. The returning workers were 
forced to sign a document whereby they would be 
instantly dismissed if they joined a union that was 
not recognised by the Trade Union Congress.  

Into this environment May turned up for work. She 
was told by her fellow workers that she would have 
to join the union 

 

May would not do anything she 
did not want to do, a trait 
that stayed with her 
throughout her life. Not only would she not join the 
union but she also objected to the union official 
enjoying better living standards than her fellow workers. 
May resigned from her job on the manufacturing side 
but the management in Polikoff gave her a job on the 
administrative side, which was not dependent on 
becoming a member of a union. It is not known how 
long May worked at Polikoff but it could not have been 
for very long.  

In later life May recalled that no job really suited her 
and that, in effect, her Dad and brothers allowed her to 

live a carefree life with few commitments.  
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Many of the family s neighbours were taxi drivers so May 
was ferried to and from the many dance halls that she 
frequented as a youngster.   

By the time she was sixteen she had met the son of a local 
business man 

 

as a token of his affection, Charles 
Thomas William Usher, gave May a photograph of him and 
his Mum at their premises on 6th May 1935 

 

the Silver 
Jubilee of King George and Queen Mary.  

Charlie s Dad owned a number 
of cars and coaches which he 
operated from 93, Roman Road. 
May took advantage of this and 
recalled many occasions when, at the end of a long 
night socialising, Charlie s Dad would turn up, 
unannounced, to take them home.   

May joined Charlie on many trips to the countryside and 
enjoyed many of the social events that he attended as a 
driver for his Dad s company. She visited dog tracks, 
speedway tracks, musical halls, the seaside 

 

in fact 
anywhere that meant she was away from home  no doubt 

causing her parents much anxiety.  

The relationship between May and Charlie developed and 
in 1939 they decided to marry. Unfortunately on 28th 

March of that year May s beloved Dad died of pneumonia. 
The wedding was delayed until 20th May 1939 when it 

took place at Holy Trinity Church in Stepney. This was both a happy yet sad time 
for May and at a time when the 
British Government had decided to 
conscript men over 20 for military 
service 

 

Europe was walking in 
the shadow of an impending war.   

Within a few months of being married Charlie 
joined the army and would be away for the 
next six years. Despite letters and cards 
Charlie fought in North Africa and Italy and 
never had any home leave. May made the best 
of a bad situation and whilst trying to be 
supportive of her Mum she decided to get a job 
on the railways.  
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At the time there 
were, at least, three 
main railway stations 
within walking 
distance of May s 
home in Medway 
Road.   

At various times she worked at stations in Coborn Road, Bow 
Road and Old Ford. Railway records show that in 1945 her salary, when she was 
based at Old Ford, was £107/7/5 (old money) per annum. The stations closed in 
the late 1940s but in their day they were major stations that serviced the North 
London line.  

May always said that she had a 
good war 

 

despite the separation 
from her husband. She enjoyed 
the sociability of working on the 
railways at a time when the East 
End was being bombed. In itself 
this gave her a thrill but no doubt 

put an additional stress on her Mum and family. She took every opportunity to 
travel to the countryside and to visit relatives in areas that were not being 
affected directly by the war.   

May and Charlie had moved to Harold Road, Leytonstone but with his departure 
she moved back to Medway Road.  

Regular letters from Charlie gave her some sense 
of the life that he was living 
but he protected her from 
the realities of the war that 
he was enduring. These 
letters remained with May 
throughout her life 

 

as did 
the memories behind them.  

In response to these letters 
May sent regular 
photographs of herself and 
with her friends. May kept 

many of the letters that Charlie sent to her 

 

they gave Phyllis and Ed an insight 
into their parents lives that was seldom discussed. Charlie would never discuss 
his time in the army 

 

he just felt that it was something he had to do but he just 
wanted to get on with life and did not want to reminisce 

 

he did not like any 
coverage of Remembrance Day. 



 

Page 7 of 17 

As the war entered its closing 
stages the prospect of a happy 
reunion with Charlie were 
tempered with May s Mum 
becoming ill. Sadly on 15th 

February 1945 she passed 
away without 
the opportunity 
of seeing her 

son-in-law 
return from war.  

In death Kate was reunited with her husband, William, at the 
family plot in Woodgrange Park Cemetery.   

Just two months 
later Charlie 

returned from the war and May was 
able to start the family life that had 
been put on hold in 1939.   

As the Second World War came to a close 
May and Charlie were able to enjoy the 
London where they had both been raised. 
Charlie had decided to establish his own 
coaching company and by April 1945 had 
arranged to take over the licences which 
had previously been held by his father.   

By the time that May 
and Charlie were 
photographed in Piccadilly Circus, she was already 
pregnant. To ensure the best of treatment she persuaded 
Charlie to book her into a private clinic in Victoria Park Road 

 

the fact that it was for unmarried mothers seemed 
irrelevant.   

On 4th January 1946 Phyllis Elizabeth 
was born  the family continued to live 
at Medway Road with rent being paid 
to her sister Kate Griffiths 

 

just 13/8 
a week.  

With Charlie demobbed from the 
army, May helped him establish his 
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new company whilst bringing up Phyllis.  

The couple worked long hours to meet business commitments  Charlie returning 
home at all hours of the day or night  May helping him to clean the coach before 
the next day s work. This was a time when few people had cars and the coach 
business was brisk 

 

their Bedford 29-seater, registration number CCK 41, was 
also the family car so the couple and new daughter used it for trips out.  

On 25th July 1949, May gave birth to Edward Charles. The 
couple had their hands full with two young children and 
running a business that demanded them to work at odd hours. 
May said that at this time life was a struggle but they coped 
and at every opportunity May tried to give the children plenty 
of fresh air by taking them to Victoria Park or with a day out in 
the countryside 

 

the 29-seater coach giving them plenty of 
space. Charlie s parents had purchased a house in South 
Benfleet, Essex and the family spent much time there.  

By July 1950 May and Charlie decided to buy 55 Medway 
Road. Following negotiations, they purchased the freehold 
in December from Mr. Wickes, 
the owner, for £775. May s 
sister, Kate, and her family 
together with May s brothers, 
Phil and Ted, occupied some of 
the house as sitting tenants.  

As time passed the family were 
able to afford a car 

 

the first 
one was a Ford Anglia (HEV 
127). This was the source of 

much pleasure but these were days when there were few places to stop for tea 
so a Primus stove was purchased and many hours were spent in lay-byes 
making the copious cups of tea that Charlie enjoyed.  

At this time May and Charlie decided to start having 
holidays. At first they travelled to Poole in Dorset where 
they stayed in a bed-and-breakfast run by Mrs. Turner, 
whose husband, Fred, contributed little to the business 
but who was helped by Ada. With this as a base May 
and family explored Dorset and surrounding counties. 
Yearly holidays took place in early September and a 
favourite place, on sunny days, was Sandbanks near 
Bournemouth  this was a very sandy beach which was 
fairly close to Mrs. Turner s house. Even in the 1950s Sandbanks was popular  
with national celebrities, including Max Bygraves, and occasionally when the 
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Usher family were relaxing on the beach they would spot Arthur 
Haynes, a very popular comedian of the time.  

May loved this time in the countryside which reminded her of the 
times she spent camping with her brothers  but she was always a bit 
of a snob and would tell her children, and 

Charlie, not to say that we were from the East End. 
May and her family visited Mrs. Turner for a number of 
years and became firm friends, however time came 
when they wanted to explore new areas and try a new 
form of holidaying which was becoming very popular in 
the late 50s 

 

the holiday camp.  The family spent a 
number of years visiting various camps run by Pontins 

 

a particular favourite being the Dolphin camp near 
Brixham. Pontins always seemed to be a bit more up-

market of its rival Butlins but the family used the 
camps as a base and never really took part in many 
of the activities that took place 

 

being placed into 
various houses, like Embassy, for various 
competitions was 
not only 
embarrassing for 
May and Charlie, 
but also their kids. 
Food was 
reasonable, the 
local countryside 

was to be explored and enjoyed, and in the 
evenings there was plenty of entertainment in the form of shows put on by the 
Blue Coats.   

In order to increase the amount of money coming into 
the home, May had started to do some work at home 

 

normally this involved finishing various garments 
and at times she involved Phyllis in this work.  

As the 1950s passed, more 
and more people bought 
cars and the coaching 
business declined. Charlie 
had to work more erratic 
hours in order to make ends meet 

 

eventually he 
decided, with a lot of pressure from May, to consider a 
number of options.   

Some of Charlie s family had decided to emigrate to 
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Canada in the early 50s and he wondered whether this should be an option for 
him 

 
May was quite keen and together they took the necessary steps to go. 

Approaches were made to the Embassy for the necessary Visas but May and 
Charlie, who were always 
keen on their children getting 
a good education, decided to 
stay when Phyllis passed the 
11-plus examination and 
gained admission to Coburn 
School, a local grammar 

school.  

With support from May, in 1957 Charlie got a job as a Civil Servant 

 

a job that 
he would keep until he retired. May continued to work at home but with Charlie 
having a full-time job with regular hours the family had some level of financial 
security and were now able to think about the holidays which had been out of the 
question until now. By this time Charlie s parents had emigrated to Canada.  

As well as the yearly holidays the family continued to have regular trips to the 
countryside. As May s children grew older, they developed their own interests 
and so May and Charlie began to have trips alone  just as they had done in their 
younger days.  

Despite buying a 9 black and white television in the 
early 50s transmissions still stopped between 6pm and 
7pm each Sunday 

 

the so called God slot . Charlie 
had taken an interest in photography, using their 
kitchen as a darkroom, so this hour was often filled with 
playing simple games, nothing electronic in these days, 
as well as posing for photographs that would 
embarrass May, Phyllis and Ed for the coming years.  

Each year Charlie would 
make an album for Christmas 
that he would send to his 
Mum and Dad living in 
Canada.  Parcels often came 
back that contained clothing 
for a bitter Canadian winter 
but were unsuitable for the 
moderate climate of the UK. 
May tried to modify them but 
without success.    
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Mind you in 1963 there was a bitterly cold winter which 
saw any icicles remain for some three months as 
demonstrated by the neighbours house in Medway 
Road.  

Slowly the God slot was phased out and luckily the 
embarrassing photographs stopped 

 

this coincided 
with Phyllis becoming a teenager and Ed starting to go 
to grammar school. When Ed was accepted to go to 
Coopers Company s School, the family were sent a list 

of clothes that he needed. Realising that it would be difficult for the family to 
afford everything that was required, May used her dress-making skills to make as 
many clothes as possible herself.  

With her children growing up fast May was becoming bored and decided to look 
for a full-time job. She settled on a position with a company, called Youngers, 
which made high quality furniture. She was based in Monier Road, off of Wick 
Lane, Hackney, and very close to Cadogan Terrace where she had been a 
railway worker at Victoria Park station. By now she was in her mid-forties and 
loved the social side of working with a wide range of people 

 

in particular she 
enjoyed mixing with the younger members of staff  May did not enjoy ageing.  

In 1963 Charlie had a serious bout of flu 

 

this was very unusual for the family 
which had been blessed with good health. Despite his protests he was confined 
to bed. Although never a heavy smoker 

 

his children would go to the local 
tobacconist to get ½ ounce of Golden Virginia and a packet of green 

 

he 
decided that now was the time to give it up and he did so overnight. Seizing the 
moment Ed made May promise that she too would not smoke again 

 

she too 
stopped overnight 

 

even though to the day she died she still loved the smell of 
cigarette smoke.  

In 1964 May felt that Medway Road and environment was changing in a way that 
she did not like. Shops that she had grown up with were closing down and being 
replaced by ethnic shops that she would never use and Roman Road Market 
was no longer the source of quality, yet cheap, food that she had been brought 
up on. With Charlie established as a civil servant and with a regular salary from 
her job at Youngers May pushed for the family to move. This was also prompted 
by the fact that many of her neighbours were also moving out of the area. With 
Charlie working in South West London it was felt that Leytonstone would be the 
best place to move 

 

after several months of looking they settled on 36 Wragby 
Road which would not stretch them financially, gave them the garden that May 
wanted and gave them easy access to plenty of countryside. In the autumn of 
1965 the Ushers left 55 Medway Road for the very last time.  

In 1970 Ed decided to stay on at college to do a further degree. Although much 
of his work would be undertaken at Didcot in Berkshire, he had to spend 18 
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months in Switzerland. This was the first time that Ed had been abroad and May 
and Charlie took the opportunity to drive to his flat in a village called Meyrin, near 
Geneva, for a holiday. Like Ed, this was the first time abroad for May and 
Charlie s only experience had been during the war. It would have been much 
easier to fly but they decided to drive and May always remembered this as a 
great experience.  

May and Charlie stayed with Ed for a couple of weeks and together they visited 
most of the tourist sites in Switzerland 

 

although they tended to avoid the local 
culinary delights.   

When May moved to Leytonstone she 
continued to work for Youngers and used 
many of the off cuts from the factory to 
furnish her new home. When Phyllis was 
21 in 1967 May arranged for a key to be 
made for her at Youngers. May found it 
increasingly difficult to travel to Monier 
Road and so she looked for another job 
which was nearer to home. She found one 
with AFA-Minerva (Division of EMI) at 

Sugar House Lane near Bow Bridge. On most days she would travel by bus to 
work  often accompanied by her son who would be going to college. She stayed 
in this job until she retired in June 1977.  

When the Ushers had first moved to Leytonstone there was a large department 
store, Bearman s, and plenty of other shops that met the family s every need. 

This was a time when houses were 
not centrally heated so any semblance 
of warmth was provided by convector 
heaters fuelled by paraffin which was 
both smelly and produced lots of 
condensation. Luckily there were a 
number of hardware stores in the area 
so on a regular basis empty gallon 
cans were taken for filling with 
paraffin. These were stored in a small 
conservatory at the back of the house 

but thankfully there was no health and safety in those days. It was not until the 
late 70s that central heating was installed and the convector heaters could be 
consigned to the loft  Charlie very rarely threw anything away  just in case. The 
last shop where May and Charlie bought their paraffin was a hardware store in 
Cann Hall Road 

 

this was an unremarkable shop notable only for the rudeness 
of the shop keeper who seemed to see customers as the enemy . Strangely 
when May was taken for a walk in Langthorne Park she bumped into that shop 
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keeper who was walking his dog 

 
he was the most pleasant man you could 

have met  how things change.  

In time the nature of Leytonstone changed and the need for a department store 
disappeared. Bearman s had two sites along 
Leytonstone High Road and also encompassed an 
independent cinema, The Rialto. Although May s 
children occasionally used the cinema, it was never a 
destination for family outings. The building had originally 
been opened in 1909 as a roller-skating rink but within 
two years it had been converted into The Rink Palace. 
Unbeknown to many, Bearman s had been acquired by 
the Co-Operative and in time the main site was 
developed into a supermarket and the other became a 
McDonald s 

 

May was disgusted. In time the Co-
Operative, later called Leo s, became the main 
destination for May and Charlie when they went shopping 

 

but, as May 
reminded the family, it was nothing like Roman Road Market.   

Leytonstone High Road enters Epping Forest at the Green Man Roundabout. A 
listed building, Leytonstone House, is sited here and was originally built by the 
Buxton family who lived there until 1868 when they sold it to the Bethnal Green 
Poor Law Guardians for housing orphans and deserted children. In time the 
House was used for the treatment of Mental Heath issues before it eventually 
closed in 1994, some three years after the site had been bought by Tesco. When 
eventually Tesco opened a new supermarket on the Leytonstone House site the 
nearby Co-operative supermarket could not compete and very quickly closed. 
After a number of years of being empty the Co-operative supermarket became a 
Matalan store.  

These changes happened as May approached her 80th birthday and at a time 
when Charlie had been diagnosed with Parkinson s disease. It was convenient 
for May to shop at Tesco but she moaned about the increased cost of goods and 

reminded the family of the time when she would go 
to Well Street market where Jack Cohen was selling 
surplus NAAFI stock from a stall. May would not 
clarify exactly when this was but it was in 1924 when 
Cohen sold some tea under the name of Tesco 

 

derived from his own surname and that of his 
supplier T.E.Stockdale.  

After retiring from AFA in 1977 may became bored. 
She found part-time work in a small company in 
Grove Green Road, Leytonstone, which dealt with 
importing / exporting. At the same time she took up 
both yoga and dancing, which she loved. Both 



 

Page 14 of 17 

activities took place at a local library in Cathall Road and introduced her to a new 
group of friends. Neither activity was of any interest to Charlie who would stay at 
home and prepare tea for when May returned.  

When Charlie retired in 1980 they spent a lot of time in the open air 

 
luckily with 

Epping Forest so close there was no need to use a car 

 

although they would 
often drive out to visit places of interest.  

Apart from May s early brush with death when she caught diphtheria as a child, 
both she and Charlie had enjoyed excellent health as they entered old age. They 
were never an adventurous couple but enjoyed each others company and loved 
the regular trips.  

Phyllis s family had grown, Ed was settled in work and life looked good for May 
and Charlie until the early 1990s when Charlie realised that he had something 
wrong with himself. There was a lot of denial but following a caravan holiday at 
Kessingland in Suffolk he was diagnosed with Parkinson s disease. May had 
lived a very selfish existence up to this point but as Charlie deteriorated she 
found the strength to provide all the support that he needed. In those days it was 
very difficult to get any input from Social Services and, although May s children 
lived close to her, she struggled on alone  Charlie was a very placid person who 
tried to keep his demands to a minimum. May provided a happy home 
environment for Charlie until July 1997 when he was hospitalised and passed 
away. May never came to terms with his death and in many ways pushed it to 
one side.  

Realising that her children could not 
provide her with the attention she wanted 
she continued with her yoga and dancing 
and became close to a friend, Edna 
Gallogley, who she went on holidays with. 
May kept busy within the home and 
continued to knit 

 

often producing 
children s cardigans that she would give 
to anyone that would appreciate them.  

Each year Mum had her eyes checked at Whipps Cross Hospital 

 

she had been 
diagnosed with cataracts in the mid 1990s and slowly her eyesight had 
deteriorated. By January 2007 the consultant recommended that she have a 
cataract operation that was scheduled for April of that year. Unfortunately her 
house had been displaying signs of subsidence  for a number of years and in 
March Ed felt that it was time for some action 

 

especially as May and Charlie 
had been paying insurance for many years. May being May was very stubborn 
and decided that not only did she not want any building work but also that she did 
not want an operation on her eye. No amount of talking could change her mind 
and unbeknown to her children she cancelled the cataract operation. However 
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Ed persuaded her to let the insurance company address the subsidence issue 
and, typical of May, as soon as the officials started to visit her house she made 
them very welcome with copious amounts of tea and began to look forward to 
their visits. Having identified reasons for the subsidence 

 
leaks in the Victorian 

drains which were repaired 

 
there followed six months of monitoring the cracks 

to ensure that the house was stable. By October 2007 the house was ready for 
redecorating 

 

May was unhappy that her home was a mess but loved the 
presence of the builders 

 

interrupting their work with tea and biscuits. When the 
work was complete May was very proud of her newly decorated home and was 
really glad when the house could be cleaned and she had her home back. In 
later years May felt that the disruption caused by the building work had stressed 
her out and had had a detrimental effect on her health 

 

Ed was present all the 
time and did not feel that this was the case.  

In 2008 May stumbled while visiting her daughter. Whilst this did not cause her 
any physical harm it was the point when she lost confidence in going out alone. 
For someone who had loved the outdoors, it was a bitter blow. She continued to 
be physically active 

 

rising at 0600 and starting any housework that needed to 
be undertaken. It was not uncommon for her to prepare vegetables for that day s 
meals before she had her breakfast. Unfortunately by 0900 she had exhausted 
everything that needed doing on that day and would get bored; luckily May 
enjoyed knitting. As with other older East End women, May took pride in keeping 
the pavement in front of her house clean and this gave her the opportunity to 
socialise with her neighbours.   

Despite advancing years May s brain remained active and had opinions on 
everything that was happening in the world. At times this could cause friction with 
her children 

 

May constantly harped back to her youth when life was slower and 
more innocent  she found it hard to accept change.  

May still enjoyed going out but always in 
the company of one of her children. A 
particular treat was a car ride to High 
Beach in Epping Forest where she 
enjoyed a strong cup of tea and a slice 
of fruit cake. This place had a special 
place in May s heart as many years 
earlier she had come on one of her 
father-in-laws coaches to watch the 
speedway that existed by the local 

public house, the King s Oak. She always recalled  the times when she and 
Charlie had walked through the forest as they enjoyed their retirement.  
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Sadly old age had slowly brought 
this treat to an end and as May 
finished drinking her tea and eating 
the last piece of cake she looked 
forward to the next treat 

 
a slow 

ride to Epping followed by an 
equally slow trip to The Eagle at 
Wanstead where she would enjoy 
a carvery lunch. May always 
possessed a hearty appetite which 
no doubt contributed to her good 
health.   

In September 2009 a mishap caused by May falling asleep when her right leg 
was resting against a raised lip of a trolley meant that she had to spend a few 
days in hospital while she was treated for a blood clot. She made a good 
recovery but it was clear that it had impacted on her mobility 

 

however she 
refused to use the Zimmer frame and walking steps that had been prescribed for 
her. May retained that pride that meant that she would not accept the limitations 
caused by her advancing years.  

May kept in touch with her friends by phone and letter and would go to the front 
door whenever a neighbour was spotted.  

In March 2010 May suffered a stroke 

 

luckily her son was with her and the rapid 
response of the emergency services meant that she was in hospital very quickly 
and the effects of the stroke were kept to a minimum. It is fair to say that May 
was not a good patient and found it very difficult to accept the disabilities caused 
by the stroke. She had excellent physiotherapy but found it hard to motivate 
herself to perform the exercises when alone. In June 2010 May went home and 
was unhappy that her children had converted her front room into a bedroom. 
Carers from the local council met her physical needs but May found it 
increasingly frustrating to rely on others to meet her everyday needs. This 
frustration, coupled with her emotional needs, meant that she put a lot of stress 
on her children. As time passed May improved considerably 

 

a new team of 
carers looked after her but May had problems communicating with them because 
of their accents and because they came from culturally different backgrounds. A 
routine existed in the house but it was a difficult time for May and her children 

 

May not knowing what the future held for her, and her children not knowing the 
best way to help her.   

On most days, weather permitting, Ed would take May on walks around 
Leytonstone  the wheelchair gave her freedom but she was embarrassed to use 
it. Luckily there were plenty of green spaces within easy reach of her home 

 

a 
favourite being Langthorne Park. She also enjoyed going to the local shopping 
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areas because she wanted to be with people 

 
as she had aged she always said 

that she was beginning to feel lonely at home. May loved being out in the open 
but hated it when she returned home because she knew that Ed would soon be 
leaving her and she would have to wait for the carer to put her to bed.  

In January 2011 May had her first cataract operation 

 

this was very successful 
and meant that she could watch sport again on television and when she went for 
walks she could interact better with the little children who were fascinated by this 
elderly lady in a wheelchair.   

Despite the carers best efforts May had to visit hospital on a couple of occasions 
because of various infections 

 

in April, whilst being treated for an infection, May 
had her second cataract operation 

 

as successful as the first. On discharge 
May s physical needs were met by four carers who did their best. May hated her 
loss of independence and in particular her inability to have a good bath.  

In May 2011 a stair lift  was installed and this enabled May to see the rest of her 
house 

 

Charlie s bedroom and her own bedroom which had been changed into 
a sort of sitting room. This would have given her access to the bathroom but May 
was reluctant to use it.  

As spring progressed into summer, Ed tried to take May out as much as possible. 
With excellent vision May really appreciated her surroundings 

 

but would not 
admit it to her children. With developments taking place for the forthcoming 2012 
Olympics May was able to see the changes that were being made to her 
neighbourhood  she was not always complimentary.    

May was very lucky that she had excellent neighbours who were only too willing 
to spend a few minutes talking to her as well as providing much support to her 
children.  

In September 2011, May was admitted to 
Whipps Cross hospital 

 

despite the very 
best of treatment and support, her health 
deteriorated and at 2030 on Saturday 15th 

October she passed away 

 

very 
peacefully, with dignity and with her family 
there. Thankfully to the very end May s 
mind was still active and full of the 
memories that had given her such comfort 
towards the end of her long life.  

In death she had been reunited with her beloved husband, Charlie..      


